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AVA began as a journey of
obedience to the leading of the
Holy Spirit. From the original It has been an honor to work
vision in December 2002, to the side by side with Rev. Aleese
launching of the three year ini- Moore-Orbih. Her passion and
tiative “Light for AVA — Advo-  commitment to advocacy for
cacy for Victims of Abuse” in  victims of abuse, together with
January 2004, to the continua- her theological and sociological
tion of fund raising with training, made her an ideal
“Standing with AVA” in Janu-
ary 2005, to the completion of Covenant Church. The decision
our goals August 2007, the Holy makers of the Church heard her
Spirit has guided our steps and voice as she worked diligently
accomplished his purposes. To- to equip the church to minister
day we stand as witnesses to  to victims of abuse. But equally
God’s faithfulness and the important, the sufferers in the
power of the Holy Spirit who pews of the Church heard her
both calls us and equips us to  voice and dared hope that their

churches.

By Ruth Hill

women are safe in our CovenantAVA” through your generous

donations, thank you!

My deepest gratitude goes to
Aleese, a woman | love as a
sister. It has been a joy and a
privilege to work side by side
with her and together to stand in
the current of the mighty power
of the Spirit. As Aleese would

spokesperson in the Evangelicalsay after the newest demonstra-

tion of that power, “What did |
tell ya™? We're just along for
the ride!”

The journey is not over by
any means. Though the direct
funding of the AVA initiative
concludes at the end of August,

4;)&35 fulfill his plans. church could be a safe place, a ?;ugg\aoocjsﬁé?_rwgtg?;yo:he
' In the last three years, AVA place where their stories could Covenant will find ways to con-
( ) has reached its goals, namely tobe heard and believed, and pIaC‘ﬁnue to “stand with AVA” de-
provide resources for the heal- WheFe they could receive the nominationally, regionally and
ing of victims of abuse, to equip "€ling touch of Jesus. locally so that our churches are
the church to minister to victims | want to express my gratitude known for being a safe place
of abuse, and to provide re- to the Leadership Team of the where there is no tolerance for
sources for the prevention of  Board of Women Ministries for the abuse of women.
abuse (for a complete list of the daring to shed light on this pain- To those who have suffered
initiative’s accomplishments ful epidemic and giving leader- abuse and survived, thank you
from 2004 through 2007 go to  ship to address it. | also com- for sharing your stor’ies with us
www.covchurch.org/women/ mend the leadership of the and for giving hope to others
avg. While grateful for each Evangelical Covenant Church who still suffer. And tdhose
| resource, each training event, for “standing with AVA” in so women, may you be encouraged
"#$ every speaking opportunity, we many ways. Thank you to each that the, silence has been broken.
& know it is only a beginning. It  of the AVA Regional Coordina- May God’s Spirit sustain and
% I will take determination to main- tors who worked so hard in eachgulde you and reveals his “plans
%%6% & & tain the momentum so that little conference. And to the hundredsto give you hope and a future”
% girls, teenage girls and adult of donors who “stood with after his own heart.
There is no TOGETHER by Rev. Dr. Aleese Moore-Orbih
happiness | think Carol Burnett said it bestl’'th so glad we sisters, young ladies for their friends. God heard

had this time togetheérServing Christ with you  our cries and AVA was birthed.

the last three years has been phenomenal. |  Together we took on a huge project knowing full
t dreamed and prayed of equipping our denominawell what obstacles would stand in our way. But

tion to minister to victims of abuse and God an- with a mustard seed of faith, a lot of prayer,eacl

except in the
realization tha|

we have swered that prayer. But not only were my prayenrgision and committed leadership we pressed on
aCCOmp|iSheC answered but the prayers of women and childremoward the mark of our Calling. Yes, we had been
) throughout the ECC who were praying for God’sCalled. Women Ministries once again was Called,
Somethmg_ help, for a sign that He cared. God heard the criesointed and equipped to be Pastor, Prophet and

of mothers for their daughters and women for their (Continued on page 2)
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TOGETHER (continued from page 1)

Priest to and for those who had been  high school kids have a much better undémformation that can empower them to

wounded and silenced. standing of what domestic and sexual discover healing and safety. They no

We began the AVA project with the Call abuse is, where it happens, why it happelmger have to believe or think they are

to work in His fields, to feed His sheep, tavhat it looks like, and that help is availabfmowerless to change their situation.

care for the bruised and hurt lives of both in our church and in their communityVomen know God is on their side and so

women and girls based on these texts: Equally important today we understand is the ECC and that is empowering. Fi-
Matthew 9:35-37 The Message that abuse of women is a theological andreally women are no longer feeling power-
"Then Jesus made a circuit of all the justice issue and that God Calls usto  less to minister to and help one another in
towns and villages. He taught in their change/transform the way in which we what has traditionally been a private place.
meeting places, reported kingdom  value and treat women and children. TheRegional Coordinators, Local Advocates,
news, and healed their diseased bodigdarm was sounded. local Women Ministries have been em-
healed their bruised and hurt lives. powered to speak truth, show compassion
When he looked out over the crowds and stand for justice for one another. |
his heart broke. So confused and ai H’link AVA has brought women closer.
less they werdthe NIV reads: “they

Our second conquest wadence.Be-
' cause the light of truth has shined on us,
Mhundreds of women are no longer living i
o silence, shame, and secrecy. Women are Because women have been empowered
didn't kn_ow where to go f9r helptike breaking the silence with themselves, thedur girls will be more empowered. We
sheep W,'th no _shephgrd._ What a,hug%aughters, friends and even pastors. Theave begun to end abuse against women.
harvest!" he said to his disciples. "Howy oo rational curse has been broken in th®ur daughters will not have to suffer as
few workers! On your knees and pray|jes of many women because they havepast generations have. They will learn
for harvest hands! been set free to tell their truth without  better, see better, know better, and live
Matthew 10: 1-2The Message "The judgment. Pastors are preaching and better. We have sown the seeds for a
prayer was no sooner prayed than it teaching against abusive relationships arttkalthier generation. Our teens have been
was answered. Jesus called twelve ofwomen are having small group discus- empowered to think about healthy relation-
his followers and sent them into the sions. The word is out in the Covenant thsttips and what gender equality looks like
ripe fields. He gave them power to kickhere is no room for abuse here. Although intimate relationships.
out the evil spirits, and to tenderly caré cannot measure it I know that has had
for the bruised and hurt lives." impact on abusers. The local Covenant
Together we suited up for battle and church is no longer a very comfortable
marched into the sinful dark din of domegplace where he can hide or masquerade.
tic and sexual violence. But we did not gohe Covenant church has become a place MY life has been enriched working in
alone. The Light of life was our strength of confrontation and a place that names §9d’s fields with you. | have received as
and our shield. Jesus the Liberator was sim. We are becoming a sanctuary for much as | have given, if not more. My

leader and by His side we conquered powomen and girls. gratitude to the WM Board, Ruth Hill,
ers and principalities in high places. Our Dave Kersten, AVA Regional Coordina-

first conquest wakynorance. Our next congquest yvzfsjwerl’essn.ess. tors, Mickey Bambrick, Bo!ﬂnie Smith and
Many pastors recognized God's voice anff,o \yomen of the Evangelical Covenant
As a denomination we were in the darkresponded to the call and have been tra“@%rch. Thank you for standing with
around issues of domestic and sexual vide recognize and respond to the victim/ AVA, for partnering with God and for
lence. We had very little information survivor’s spiritual issues and assist then}naki,ng my dream come true. To all the
about its power and prevalence in our  on their journey to healing and safety. women who allowed me into the most sa-
churches and the little we did know was Many Pastors are no longer powerless tocred holy and tender places of their lives
shrouded with myths and denial. AVA help women when they come to their of- and ’shared stories, fears, pain and hope
began to shine the light of truth throughofite or hear of their abuse. No longer aremay Jesus Christ the L0\;er and Liberator
the denomination. As a result of AVA’s these Pastors roadblocks for women and ¢ J - <5uis continue to be your strength
Awareness Campaign our church is moregirls that need help. These pastors have and comfort forevermore.
aware and intelligent about abuse. Our become resources, a vessel of Gods’ loving
executive leaders, seminary students, supower to heal and save. Women and girls I'm so glad we had this time together.
perintendents, ministerial committees, migr abusive relations are aware of or haveyoyr sister in Christ,
sionaries, pastors, congregations and ouaccess to educational and inspirational Rev. Aleese Moore-Orbih. D. Min

3believe God’s word to us today is, “well
done faithful disciples, well done my be-
loved.”

Helen Keller




