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The Rules Committee recommends to the 122
nd
 Covenant Annual Meeting adoption of the 

Standing Rules of Order. 

 

Introduction 

 The written documents that govern the Annual Meeting of the Evangelical Covenant 

Church are the Illinois Not For Profit Act, the Articles of Incorporation of the Evangelical 

Covenant Church, the Evangelical Covenant Church Constitution and Bylaws, the Rules for the 

Ordered Ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church, the Covenant Pension Plan, and the most 

recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order. Robert’s provides that a convention or assembly of 

delegates such as the Covenant Annual Meeting may adopt its own standing rules to supplement 

the provisions of Robert’s and of its own documents. 

 The Standing Rules require a two-thirds majority for adoption or suspension. 

 

 

STANDING RULES OF ORDER 

2007 COVENANT ANNUAL MEETING 

 

1) Obtaining the Floor 

 Only persons wearing appropriate credentials as delegates, advisors, or resource persons may 

be present on the floor of the Annual Meeting or request speaking privileges. With the exception 

of points of order, points of personal privilege, or other items that require urgent attention, only 

those persons who approach a microphone shall be recognized by the moderator. 

 

2) Voting 

 Voting on motions will typically be by voice vote. Any delegate may request voting by ballot 

on any particular question. This request, when supported by ten percent of the delegates present 

and voting, will be implemented. The moderator may direct that voting be by ballot on any 

question. 

 

3) Time Limits 

a) Reports that contain no proposal for action by the meeting shall be limited to ten (10) 

minutes, including the question period, with the exception of the president’s report, the 

treasurer’s report, and items specified in the agenda as longer reports. 

b) Debate on any main motion, including its subsidiary motions, shall be limited to thirty 

(30) minutes, except as otherwise specified in the agenda. No amendment or other subsidiary 

motion to a main motion shall be allowed until debate on the main motion has ceased or ten (10) 

minutes have passed. 

c) No speech in debate may exceed three (3) minutes unless this period is extended by a 

majority vote at the request of the speaker. 

d) Time limits may be extended for a specific period by a two-thirds vote. 

 

4) Submission of Motions in Writing 

 All main motions and complex subsidiary motions shall be submitted in writing to the 

secretary. 
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5) Items of Business not on the Agenda 

 The Bylaws provide in Section 7.8.a.ii that “Items of business that are not on the agenda may 

be submitted in writing by a delegate to the moderator. If the item submitted is in order, a 

majority vote of the delegates present and voting shall be required to place that item on the 

agenda.” It is further strongly requested that such items be submitted to the moderator as early as 

possible in the course of the meeting. 

 

6) Consent Agenda 

 Items on the Consent Agenda may be removed from the Consent Agenda at the request of 

any two delegates. Items removed from the Consent Agenda shall be acted upon by the assembly 

at a place in the agenda determined by the moderator. If the Consent Agenda is not adopted by 

the unanimous consent of the meeting then each of the items on the Consent Agenda shall be 

acted upon by the assembly as a separate motion at a place in the agenda determined by the 

moderator. 

 

7) Nominations from the Floor 

 A nomination from the floor shall be accepted only if the person nominated has agreed to 

have his or her name placed in nomination. (Note that the Bylaws provide in Section 7.9.c.v.2 

and 7.10.j.ii that a delegate making a nomination may provide descriptive information similar in 

scope and content to that provided to the Annual Meeting by a nominating board or committee.) 

 

8) Modification of Agenda Order 

 The moderator shall have the discretion to revise the order of agenda items to accommodate 

scheduling needs. 
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