
Lesson 17:  David the Shepherd King

Main Point:  Our relationship with God impacts the way we view
and treat others.

Key Verses:  I Samuel 18:14; 20:42
14 In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him.  42 Jonathan 
said to David, "Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the 
LORD, saying, 'The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and 
my descendants forever.' "Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.
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 1 1. Who was Goliath?  How big was he? (I Samuel 17:1-11)
A Philistine champion warrior.  He was 9 feet tall.
2. What challenge did Goliath lay before the Israelites? Fight me.  You 
win, we will be your servants.  I win, you will be our servants.
3. How did the Israelites respond?  
They were dismayed and terrified.
4. What does I Samuel 17:45-47 say about DavidÕs confidence in God?
He knew God would deliver him.

 3 1.  What did DavidÕs men tell him to do to Saul? (I Samuel 24:1-22)
To kill him.
2.  What did David do? He cut off a piece of Saul’s robe.
3.  Why didnÕt David do as his men advised?
Because he knew that Saul was the Lord’s anointed.
4.  When Saul learned how David spared his life, how did he respond?
He wept and said that David treated him well even though he 
treated David badly.

 21.  What was DavidÕs first job for King Saul? (I Samuel  16:16-18)
He played his lyre (harp) to calm Saul’s spirit.
2.  How did Saul feel about David? (I Samuel 16:21)
He liked him very much.  He was pleased with him.
3.  What kind of work did David do for Saul? (I Samuel 18:5-16)
He was a high ranking officer in King Saul’s army.
4.  How well did David do his job? (vs. 7)
He killed 10,000 Philistines.
5.  How did SaulÕs feelings about David change? (vs. 8-9, 15-16)
He became jealous of David’s success.  He was afraid of him.

1.  What did David do in verse 1 (II Samuel 9:1-13)? Asked if any of 
Saul’s family was still alive (to show kindness for Jonathan’s sake).
2.  What was wrong with the person who remained in SaulÕs house?
He was crippled in both feet.
3.  How do you think being disabled in DavidÕs time compares with being 
disabled today? Nobody considered you worthy of life. You were useless.
4.  What did David command Ziba to do for Mephibosheth? 
Farm MephiboshethÕs land so he could be provided for.
5.  How did DavidÕs relationship with God influence his decision to help 
Mephibosheth? As God was kind and compassionate towards David, so 
David was kind and compassionate towards Mephibosheth.
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1.  What did Jonathan learn about his father, SaulÕs, feelings toward 
David?(I Sam. 20:30-42)  How much Saul hated David & wanted to kill him.
2.  How did David respond to JonathanÕs help?
He bowed down to him 3 times (to show honor) and cried with him.
3.  What does this tell you about David?
That he cherished his friendship with Jonathan.
4.  How did DavidÕs relationship with God affect his relationship with 
Jonathan?  David did not hold Saul’s hatred for him against Jonathan - 
he had compassion just like God has compassion.
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5 Stories of How David’s Relationship with God Affected His Relationships with Others


