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Preaching Peace at All Cost

Last spring | met with Pastor John Kiruga,
the moderator of the Evangelical Covenant
Church of Kenya (ECCK), in a small café
at the Nairobi airport. For four hours
Pastor John shared with me his passion
for peacemaking, particularly between
Christians and Muslims. In early June,
John and the ECCK received a grant

from Covenant World Relief to pursue
peace between Christians and Muslims in
Garissa and Mandera, towns in northern
Kenya. In 2015, Al Shabaab gunmen killed
148 university students in Garissa. They
were singled out because of their Christian
faith. On June 29, | received the following
email from Pastor John.

“ am at Garissa. We had a very good
peace seminar since yesterday. Heading
to Mandera tomorrow. Pray for us. Pray
for Kenya. More details next week. Again
pray for us. Mandera is not that safe for
now, but we must preach peace at all
cost. John!

On July 1 we received word that
Pastor John was one of six people killed
when gunmen attacked the bus he was
riding on, soon after he had left Mandera
for his return to Nairobi. Preaching peace
ended up costing Pastor John Kiruga his

life. He has been a tremendous inspiration
to me and to others who believe that
peacemaking is a vital component of

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
of God.
This year we are seeking to

raise awareness of the importance of
peacemaking. We will be highlighting the
peacemaking work in which many CWR
partners around the world are engaged.
In partnership with Make and Deepen
Disciples there is now a free, supplemental
Christian Formation curriculum—Kids
Helping Kids: Peacemaking. Learn more
and use this resource at CovChurch.org/
KidsHelpingKids

—Dave Husby

Learn more & give at CovChurch.org/cwr

CWRU

D)

WINTER 2016

Preaching Peace at All Cost

Last spring | met with Pastor John Kiruga,
the moderator of the Evangelical Covenant
Church of Kenya (ECCK), in a small café
at the Nairobi airport. For four hours
Pastor John shared with me his passion
for peacemaking, particularly between
Christians and Muslims. In early June,
John and the ECCK received a grant

from Covenant World Relief to pursue
peace between Christians and Muslims in
Garissa and Mandera, towns in northern
Kenya. In 2015, Al Shabaab gunmen killed
148 university students in Garissa. They
were singled out because of their Christian
faith. On June 29, | received the following
email from Pastor John.

“ am at Garissa. We had a very good
peace seminar since yesterday. Heading
to Mandera tomorrow. Pray for us. Pray
for Kenya. More details next week. Again
pray for us. Mandera is not that safe for
now, but we must preach peace at all
cost. John!

On July 1 we received word that
Pastor John was one of six people killed
when gunmen attacked the bus he was
riding on, soon after he had left Mandera
for his return to Nairobi. Preaching peace
ended up costing Pastor John Kiruga his

life. He has been a tremendous inspiration
to me and to others who believe that
peacemaking is a vital component of

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom
of God.
This year we are seeking to

raise awareness of the importance of
peacemaking. We will be highlighting the
peacemaking work in which many CWR
partners around the world are engaged.
In partnership with Make and Deepen
Disciples there is now a free, supplemental
Christian Formation curriculum—Kids
Helping Kids: Peacemaking. Learn more
and use this resource at CovChurch.org/
KidsHelpingKids

—Dave Husby



PEACEMAKING

15 ACTIVE PROJECTS IN PEACEMAKING IN 11 COUNTRIES

Learn more & give at
CovChurch.org/cwr

A ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church
8303 West Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631
CovChurch.org/cwr ¢ (773) 784-3000

'i Find us on
Facebook W @covworldrelief

COVENANT
WORLD RELIEF

Partners in Transformation

PEACEMAKING

15 ACTIVE PROJECTS IN PEACEMAKING IN 11 COUNTRIES

Learn more & give at
CovChurch.org/cwr

A ministry of the Evangelical Covenant Church
8303 West Higgins Rd., Chicago, IL 60631
CovChurch.org/cwr ¢ (773) 784-3000

'i Find us on
Facebook W @covworldrelief

COVENANT
WORLD RELIEF

Partners in Transformation



